multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as
the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate
of their enemies. 18 "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice."

“A Test of Faith: To Obey, To Trust and To Love God Com-
pletely”

The Offertory

Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from Thy presence, And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Re-
store unto me the joy of Thy salvation, And uphold me with Thy free spirit.

Hymn 784 — Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me

The Offering + Prayer + The Lord's Prayer + Benediction

All: Amen, amen, amen!

Hymn 410 — Jesus, Lead Thou On

+ o+ o+

Announcements

e Next Sunday — Adult Bible Class and Sunday School begin at 8 a.m.
Grace worship services (communion) begin at 9 am.  Worship
(communion) at Faith, New Ulm, begins at 10:45 a.m.

e Thank You from the Coleman Family: The family of Russell Coleman
extends its thanks to the congregation for help and support with Russ’s
funeral service day events.

e ILC Newsletter: Copies of an ILC newsletter can be found on the table at
the back of the church sanctuary.

e CLC News: The Rev. Michael Gurath, Phoenix AZ, has returned the call
to Rock of Ages Lutheran, Grand Rapids, MI.

Our Response of Faith — February 19, 2012
Attendance: 26

Unified Budget........ccoooveevieviiiiieieieeeeeeeeni $407.00
CLC Project Kinship........ccccoeveiericieieiieneerennen, $ 80.00
1] | P $487.00

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church _t_ _I_ _1_

26 North State Street - New Ulm, Minnesota 56073

A member congregation of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession

Eric Libby, Pastor; Phone 354-4534; L z ‘
www.faithnewulm.com

FEBRUARY 26, 2012 — 1ST SUNDAY IN LENT

Pre-service Meditation: Ps. 6, pg. 124

Organist: Laura Heinze

Pastor: Opening Prayer
Hymn 375 — [If Thy Beloved Son, O God

Pastor: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.
People: Amen.

Pastor: O Lord, open Thou my lips.
People: And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise.

Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

People: Make haste to help me, O Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, Is now, and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen. Hallelujah!

Confession and Forgiveness

Pastor: God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

People: If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

People: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor: Let us pray together:

People: Almighty God, merciful Father, I am sinful by nature, and have sinned
against You in my thoughts, words, and actions. But I am sorry for my trans-
gressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, to be gracious and merci-
ful unto me. Forgive me for Jesus' sake, renew me by Your Spirit, and lead
me in the way everlasting. Amen.



Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven you all your sins. By the per-
fect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your
guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May the Lord, who has begun this
good work in you, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

[All Sing]: God, we praise You! God, we bless You!

God, we name You sovereign Lord! Mighty King whom angels worship,
Father by Your Church adored: All creation shows Your glory;,
Heav'n and earth draw near Your throne
Singing “Holy, holy, holy, Lord of hosts and God alone!”

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

Pastor: Prayer for the Day
People: Amen.

Ist Scripture Reading — Romans 8:31-39

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against
us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who con-
demns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: "For Your sake we
are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter." 37 Yet in
all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor
any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Pastor: Alleluia, Alleluia. Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His
people ... there has not failed one word of all His good promise ... (1 Kings
8:56) Alleluia!

Congregation: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2nd Scripture Reading — Mark 1:12-15
People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord!

Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. 13 And He was there in
the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and
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the angels ministered to Him. 14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came
to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 15 and saying, "The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel."

Pastor: Here ends the New Testament reading.

People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ!
The ApOStleS’ Creed -- Hymnal, pg. 12
Hymn 528:1-6 — [If God Himself Be For Me

The Sermon — Genesis 22:1-18

Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to
him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 2 Then He said, "Take now your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell
you." 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and
took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood
for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told
him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar
off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the
lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you." 6 So
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and
he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7
But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said,
"Here I am, my son." Then he said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is
the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8 And Abraham said, "My son, God will pro-
vide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two of them went to-
gether. 9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abra-
ham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his
son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out
his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the Angel of the LORD
called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So he said, "Here |
am." 12 And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him;
for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from Me." 13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there
behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and
took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And
Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to
this day, "In the Mount of The LORD it shall be provided." 15 Then the Angel
of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: "By
Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and
have not withheld your son, your only son -- 17 "blessing I will bless you, and
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