The Offertory

Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a right spirit within me. Cast
me not away from Thy presence, And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Re-
store unto me the joy of Thy salvation, And uphold me with Thy free spirit.

Hymn 208:4-7 - Ye Sons and Daughters of the King

The Offering

Prayer + The Lord's Prayer + The Benediction

All: Amen, amen, amen!

Hymn 201 - Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won

Announcements

e Today — A Church Council meeting is scheduled to follow this morn-
ing’s worship service.

e Next Sunday — Grace-Sleepy Eye worship services begin at 9 a.m. Wor-
ship here at Faith begins at 10:45 a.m.

e In Our Prayers: Retired CLC pastor and father of Sarah Schmidt, Robert
Mackensen, suffered a stroke this past week. Because of complications
involved, his doctor has given him about a week to live. Please remember
Pastor Mackensen, Sarah, and their family in your prayers.

e CLC News: Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bowdle, South
Dakota will be observing its 50th Anniversary on Sunday, June 24™, with
a special afternoon service at 5:00 p.m. Pastor Em. David Lau, who served
as pastor of Redeemer from 1966-72, will be the guest preacher. The la-
dies of the congregation plan to serve a dinner following the service.
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Thomas Sees Jesus and Believes

APRIL 15,2012 — 1ST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

Pre-service Meditation: Ps. 16, pg. 125

Organist: Karla Olmanson

Pastor: Opening Prayer
Hymn 207 - Like the Golden Sun Ascending

Pastor: The Invocation
People: Amen.

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess
our sins unto God, our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord!

People: Who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
People: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.

Pastor: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto
Thee that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against
Thee by thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite
mercy, seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

All: O most merciful God, who hast given Thine only-begotten Son to die for
us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and
by Thy Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will, and
true obedience to Thy Word, to the end that, by Thy grace, we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.
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Pastor: The Absolution
People: Amen.

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

Pastor: Prayer for the Day
People: Amen.

Ist Scripture Reading — Acts 3:11-20

Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people
ran together to them in the porch which is called Solomon's, greatly amazed.
12 So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: "Men of Israel, why do
you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us, as though by our own power
or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 "The God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you de-
livered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let
Him go. 14 "But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a mur-
derer to be granted to you, 15 "and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised
from the dead, of which we are witnesses. 16 "And His name, through faith in
His name, has made this man strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith
which comes through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the pres-
ence of you all. 17 "Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as
did also your rulers. 18 "But those things which God foretold by the mouth of
all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 "Repent
therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 "and that He may send
Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before ...

Pastor: Alleluia, alleluia! But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has be-
come the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20)
Alleluia!

People: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2nd Scripture Reading — 1 John 5:1-6

People: Glory be to Thee, O Lord!

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who
loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His com-
mandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.

And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world --
our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is He who came by water and blood -- Jesus
Christ; not only by water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who
bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.

Pastor: Here ends our 2nd Scripture reading.

People: Praise be to Thee, O Christ!

The ApOStleS, Creed -- Hymnal, pg. 12

Hymn 208:1-3 - Ye Sons and Daughters of the King

The Sermon — John 20:19-31

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 20 When He
had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were
glad when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you!
As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." 22 And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 "If you for-
give the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained." 24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, "We
have seen the Lord." So he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe." 26 And after eight days His disciples were again in-
side, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the
midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 27 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your
finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into
My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing." 28 And Thomas answered and
said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Thomas, because
you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have believed." 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.

“Because I Said So”



